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8﻿:00-9:00 Registration & Vendor Showcase

1﻿0:15 - 11:00 Morning Breakout Sessions
Fall 2024 California Labor & Employment Law Update
Integrated Machine Vision 
Building Tomorrow's Workforce: Leveraging
Apprenticeships in Advanced Manufacturing 
A﻿I: Getting Started with Generative AI
Recruiting in the Digital Age: Harnessing Technology
for Modern Talent Acquisition
Industry 4.0 Certifications (SACA) Smart Automation
Certification Alliance

11:15-12:00 Afternoon Breakout Sessions
Integrated Machine Vision 
Innovating High School Education: Integrating
Industrial Automation in High School Curriculum
for a Stronger Workforce
Building Tomorrow's Workforce: Leveraging
Apprenticeships in Advanced Manufacturing 
Recruiting in the Digital Age: Harnessing
Technology for Modern Talent Acquisition 
AI: Advanced Uses for Generative AI and No Code
Automation
Industry 4.0 Certifications (SACA) Smart
Automation Certification Alliance

11:00-11:15 Break and Exhibits

9﻿:00-10:00 Summit Kick off with Chairman Rodney Wilson,
College Of The Sequoias, and SVIC Good Jobs
Challenge Update

1﻿0:00-10:15 Break and Exhibits

October 4, 2024COS Tulare Campus

12:10 -1:45 Lunch and Keynote Speaker Chris Luecke
“Manufacturing Happy Hour”

1:45-2:00 Closing Remarks and Raffle

SouthValleyIndustrialCollaborative.org

https://www.southvalleyindustrialcollaborative.org/


Welcome to the South Valley Industrial Summit

I am excited to be a participant in the planning and promotion of this annual
gathering of industry partners.  It is awesome to see how so many different groups
come together to put this event on so that businesses, chambers of commerce,
educators, local government entities and economic and workforce development
agencies can share information and learn about challenges that we are facing now
and in the future. 

It seems natural that those who have the passion to improve our local economy and
business environment would collaborate to come together for the benefit of all. We
have such a great opportunity to shape our future by getting together like this to
discuss our daily challenges in business and find workable solutions.

I find it so rewarding personally for me and for my business to have the
relationships with others who share this passion. It’s nice to know who you can talk
to if you need help, whether it be with the city, county, and the state; and trust that
those parties are genuinely interested in hearing your concern. 

Additionally, local educators are working to help us by creating pathways, certificate
and degree programs with the desire to produce a well-educated workforce for our
future needs. The local economic development agencies are just as interested in
retaining existing businesses as they are in attracting new business to our area. As
an existing business, I appreciate being asked what we need from them to help us
stay profitable and vibrant in our community. 

Lastly, I would like to take this opportunity to invite those of you who have not
already joined us to become involved as partners in the South Valley Industrial
Collaborative. Like most things in life, we will get out of this effort what we are

Rodney Wilson
Electric Motor Shop, Distribution Manager

Chairman, South Valley Industrial Collaborative



matt@southvalleyindustrialcollaborative.org  559.248.1926 

Vision: Vibrant Partnerships, Vibrant Industries, Vibrant Communities.

Mission: The South Valley Industrial Collaborative (SVIC) is a partnership for
Community Excellence whose purpose is to provide a platform to build industry-led,
industry-driven, and community supported partnerships to strengthen economies in
the South San Joaquin Valley.

Purpose of the Summit: The Industrial Summit provides SVIC partners and
community the opportunity to come together on an annual basis to learn about
innovative industries that are growing in the region, to attend informational and
educational breakout sessions, to engage in B2B networking.

The Industrial Summit depends on sponsorship and support from industry partners
and community members. Your support of the South Valley Industrial Summit
demonstrates the support for the industry to ensure industries continue to grow,
create jobs, and are able to compete in the national and global markets.

We thank you in advance for your consideration and look forward to partnering with
you in support of our South Valley Industries!

SOUTH VALLEY INDUSTRIAL COLLABORATIVE (SVIC)

Questions: Matthew Hamilton

 willing to put in. With this type of effort, the strength is in the numbers. We can
affect our future in the most positive way by working together with the end in mind.
So please help us achieve “Our Purpose: To provide a platform to build industry-
led, Industry-driven, community-supported partnerships which strengthen
economies in the South San Joaquin Valley.”

Thank you again for your attendance at this event. Please join us in our efforts to
make the San Joaquin Valley THE place to do business. 

Working Better! Together.

Rodney Wilson, SVIC Chairman of the Board 





RODNEY WILSON
Chairman
Distribution Manager
Electric Motor Shop
Visalia, CA

BRUCE NICOTERO
Treasurer/ Secretary
Executive Director
Visalia Economic 
Development Corporation 

GARY GERMAINE
Board of Directors
VP of Production Operations
Leprino Foods
Lemoore, CA 

TOSHA PEQUENO
Board of Directors
Senior Branch Manager
Valley Strong Credit Union 
Tulare/Kings, CA 

GARY POTTER
Board of Directors
Regional Director
Employer Engagement
Advanced Manufacturing
Central Valley/Mother Lode Region

IRIS RANGEL
Board of Directors
Serpa, a ProMach Product
Brand 
Visalia, CA 

MATTHEW HAMILTON
Executive Director
Tulare, CA 



BUSINESS SERVICES
RECRUITMENT ASSISTANCE | DOWNSIZING/RESTRUCTURING
EMPLOYEE TRAINING | LABOR MARKET INFORMATION

We're your 
WORKFORCE
RESOURCE 
through all parts of the
business cycle.

559.713.5200  |  tulareWIB.org 

Project funded by the Workforce Investment Board of Tulare County,
an equal opportunity employer/ program. Auxiliary aids and services
are available upon request to individuals with disabilities. 

EmploymentConnect .org



CHRIS LUECKE
Manufacturing Happy Hour

Chris Luecke is a Podcaster, Marketer, and Content Creator in the manufacturing
industry and the host of the top-ranked podcast Manufacturing Happy Hour.
Described as "TEDx meets 'How It's Made," Manufacturing Happy Hour goes
beyond the buzzwords and dissects real-life applications and success stories
through candid interviews with executives, entrepreneurs, and thought leaders.
To date, Chris has interviewed over 200 leaders in the industrial sector in an
effort to simplify and explore the latest trends and technologies impacting
modern manufacturers.

Making Manufacturing Current, Cool, & Approachable...

Social Media:
LinkedIn: linkedin.com/company/manufacturinghappyhour
Website: manufacturinghappyhour.com
YouTube: youtube.com/c/ManufacturingHappyHour
Instagram: instagram.com/mfghappyhour
Twitter: twitter.com/MFGHappyHour





NICHOLAS MASTERSON
B&R Industrial
Automation Corporation
Integrated Machine Vision 

CHRISTINA HOPPER
WIB
Recruiting in the Digital
Age: Harnessing
Technology for Modern
Talent Acquisition

ASHLEY LAND
College of the Sequoias
Share Your Building
Tomorrow's Workforce:
Leveraging Apprenticeships
in Advanced Manufacturing

IAN WIELAND
Sagaser, Watkins &
Wieland PC
Fall 2024 California Labor
& Employment Law Update

TULE CARDOZA
Visalia Unified School
District
Innovating High School
Education: Integrating
Industrial Automation in
High School Curriculum for
a Stronger Workforce

ADRIANNA FONSECA
CVML
Building Tomorrow's
Workforce: Leveraging
Apprenticeships in
Advanced Manufacturing

EMILIA WADE
Tulare County Office of
Education 
Innovating High School
Education: Integrating
Industrial Automation in
High School Curriculum for
a Stronger Workforce 

ALLEN FORTUNE
Fortune Five Marketing 
A I -Getting Started with
Generative AI
AI: Advanced Uses for
Generative AI and No Code
Automation

BETH BRUEGMAN
United Staffing
Associates
Recruiting in the Digital
Age: Harnessing
Technology for Modern
Talent Acquisition

CHRIS KLEIN
Klein Educational
Systems, Inc.
Industry 4.0 Certifications
(SACA) Smart Automation
Certification Alliance

http://www.kleineducational.com/
http://www.kleineducational.com/
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Thank you to our Sponsors and Exhibitors 
7th Annual South Valley Industrial Summit 



See you there!

10.03.25
8th Annual

L E M O O R E  C O L L E G E

Save the
Date!

INDUSTRIALINDUSTRIAL
SUMMITSUMMIT


